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Standing up for Responsible Tax Conduct - Motion from Councillor Adam
Yates on behalf of the Labour Group

Amendment to be moved by Councillor David Westley

Full Council believes that:

1. Paying tax is often presented as a burden, but it shouldn’t be.

2. Tax enables us to provide services from education, health and social care, to flood
defence, roads, policing and defence. It also helps to counter financial inequalities
and rebalance distorted economies.



3. As recipients of significant public funding, local authorities should take the lead in

the promotion of exemplary tax conduct including by-ensuring-contractors-are-paying

theirpropershare-of-tax;-or the refusal to go along with offshore tax dodging when
buying land and property.

4. Where councils hold substantive stakes in private enterprises, influence should be
wielded to ensure that such businesses are exemplars of tax transparency and tax
avoidance is shunned.

Full Council resolves to:

1. Lead by example in West Lancashire and demonstrate good practice in our tax
conduct, right across our activities.

2. Ensure IR35 is implemented robustly and contract workers pay a fair share of
employment taxes.

3. Not use offshore vehicles for the purchase of land and property, especially where
this leads to reduced payments of stamp duty.

4. Undertake due diligence to ensure that not-for-profit structures are not being used
inappropriately by suppliers as an artificial device to reduce the payment of tax and
business rates.

5. Demand clarity on the ultimate beneficial ownership of suppliers UK and overseas
and their consolidated profit & loss position, given lack of clarity could be strong
indicators of poor financial probity and weak financial standing.




